he contemplated could be economically used. From his own observations and from the reports of his engineers, he believed that everywhere, except between Evanston and Ogden and between Cheyenne and Laramie, grades could be reduced to a maximum of forty-three feet to the mile, and this was adopted as the standard for the road. Bringing the track to this standard* however, wan a work of colossal difficulty, inasmuch as it involved engineering operations of the most formidable nature and practical abandonment of the old line in a large part of the mountainous region. Fortunately Mr. Harriman hud as his assistants technical experts of the first rank. Chief Engineer Henry wan a man of conspicuous ability; President Hurt was himaelf an engineer by profession; and W* L. Park, who superinteiidetl the ballasting, laying of rails, and building of bridges, was an extremely capable ami energetic oft'ieer. With Kilpatrick Brothers ant! Collins and the MacArfhurn of Chicago as contractors they made a strung directing and working force.
As scx>n as the appropriation of SJ^/KXVXK* h;u! been secured, the work of reconstruction U'gan along the whole extent of the* main lint*. Under the* active direction of President Hurt, contractors enlisted an army of laborers and                  it complete equip-
ment of modern machinery, much of which        then